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Disclaimer and Information Statement 

This report is issued by Fire Risk Consultants Pty Ltd and the information in this report is current as at the date of publication. 
Any Bushfire Emergency Plan or Bushfire Response Plan is current only at the date of issue as it is up to you to maintain the 
Australian Standard AS3959:2018 (or equivalent) and AS3745:2018 (or equivalent) for the property and/or building. Failure 
to maintain the property and/or building to these standards may compromise an insurance policy if currently covering any 
of your assets or those of any third party that may be consequentially affected due such failure. If not insured, and if you are 
seeking insurance, this report may not influence the decision of any insurer not to offer cover. To the extent permitted by 
law, Fire Risk Consultants Pty Ltd will not be held liable for any claims, demands, costs or expenses for any personal injury, 
property damage or death arising out of failure by you to maintain the property and/or building to AS3959:2018 (or 
equivalent) and AS3745:2018 (or equivalent).   

The information and/or the recommendations contained in this report have been compiled and based on the information, 
records, data and any other sources of information supplied by you. Whilst we have exercised all due care and skill in 
compiling the report, you should confirm the accuracy and reliability of the information and material we have relied upon 
in producing the report. This report may also contain information, systems or data which is the property of Fire Risk 
Consultants Pty Ltd and Fire Risk Consultants Pty Ltd has in no way waived or altered in any way its ownership right, or 
provided consent for use by the report recipient, unless expressly provided in the report.  

Any fire safety work, including but not limited to planned burning, back burning and/or fire suppression, on any property or 
building is specifically excluded from this report.  

Where the term “Bushfire prevention and mitigation related activities” (or words to that effect) are used, this is to be 
defined as the clearance of vegetation in accordance with the Victorian State Government guidelines, including clearing and 
maintenance of existing fire breaks and/or fire access for fire fighters under electricity pylons and properties that have been 
constructed to Australian Standard AS3959 and/or the National Construction Code.  

http://www.fireriskconsultants.com.au/
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1 Introduction  
Fire Risk Consultants (FRC) have been engaged to undertake a peer review of the Bushfire Impact 
Assessment for the Western Renewables Link project (the Project). The FRC review team consisted 
of Graeme Taylor and Mark Potter, who were both involved in the assessment and peer review of 
the report. Their experience is outlined in Appendix A.  

The Western Renewables Link EES Technical Report K: Bushfire Impact Assessment (the Report) (29 
May 2025), prepared by Jacobs, has been reviewed and, where required, feedback provided.  

FRC was instructed in January 2025 by White & Case to undertake a peer review on the Report. Our 
instructions are included in Appendix B to this report. Specifically, we are asked to address the 
following matters: 

• The scope of our peer review role in the preparation of the impact assessment report. 

• Our views in relation to the methodology adopted in the impact assessment, including 
consideration of the appropriateness of the assumptions and limitations applied. 

• Our views in relation to the impact assessment findings. 

• Our views in relation to the Environmental Performance Requirements. 

• Our views in relation to whether the impact assessment adequately addresses whether the 
relevant evaluation objective in the Scoping Requirements for the Project can be met. 

We have been involved in the project since May 2021, having reviewed and provided feedback on 
the existing conditions assessment and development of proposed EPRs and mitigation measures. 

2 Peer review outcomes 
2.1 Peer Review scope 

Our involvement in the Project commenced in May 2021. The scope of our peer review involved the 
following: 

• Review of the EES Scoping Requirements with a particular focus on fire and bushfire related 
matters.  

• Review of iterations of the Report throughout its preparation and when required, the 
provision of feedback. 

• Participation in peer review meetings with the author of the Report. 

• The assessment of the Report to meet the EES Scoping Requirements.  

2.2 Outcome of the Report Peer Review 

2.2.1 Methodology 
Through reviewing the iterations of the Report, FRC have determined that the methodology utilised 
is reasonable and supports the assessment of the fire related matters listed within the EES Scoping 
Requirements.  
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The assessment methodology included the analysis of existing conditions which sourced data from 
reputable sources and undertook analyses that determined the likely impact from the Project. 
Following a recommendation from FRC, the analysis includes the use of the Phoenix Bushfire Model 
(Appendix B of the Report) that is utilised by the Victorian fire agencies for the assessment of bushfire 
risk. In our opinion, it is critical to utilise the best available technology to assess the pre and post 
development impact of the Project.  

The Phoenix model outlines the likely bushfire spread across the landscape pre and post the Project. 
It demonstrates that the Project will have a positive effect on the management of bushfires under 
lower fire danger conditions.  

We note the large footprint of the project, and the challenges associated with the assessment of 
bushfire risk for this type of development. The Report considers these challenges including the 
variable vegetation types, potential bushfire behaviour and the assessment of the landscape impact 
on bushfire behaviour.  

2.2.2 Existing conditions and impact assessment findings 
The Report has considered this effectively and utilised appropriate data and information to inform 
the existing conditions analysis as well as the impact assessment. The assumptions and limitations 
listed within the report in our view relates to the assessment and are effective and reasonable.  

The key impacts include: 

• Fire ignition risks during the construction phase of the project. 

• Impacts on fire suppression ability in relation to access and egress changes. 

• Ability to continue vegetation management activities. 

The analysis also addressed Clause 13.02-1S of the relevant Planning Schemes (Section 10.1 of the 
Report). Whilst it is acknowledged that the Clause 13.02-1S policy was not developed specifically for 
this type of development, it does relate to the proposal to establish temporary workers 
accommodation facilities.  

It is noted that the recommendation, listed as an EPR, to develop a Bushfire Management Plan 
specifically for the temporary laydown and workers accommodation facilities is included within the 
Report and outlines the need to address the Clause 13.02-1S policy as part of the plan development. 

Following our assessment of the Report, we support the following project controls (EPR’s) 
recommended within the report: 

• Construction Bushfire Management Plan for the transmission line component of the project 
that outlines the management of bushfire risk during the projects construction phase and 
includes vegetation management requirements, firefighting water supplies, firefighting 
vehicle access and activities to be undertaken during the fire danger period and elevated fire 
danger days.  

• Bushfire Management Plans for the construction and operations phase of the Lexton and 
Ballan temporary laydown areas and temporary construction workforce accommodation 
facilities.  

• Construction Emergency Management Plan that includes the management structure to 
respond to emergencies that occur during the construction phase and emergency response 
procedures for the identified hazards.  
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• Notification to fire agencies of the location and operational status of the infrastructure. 

The different plans will enable the ongoing management of bushfire risk for the relevant components 
of the Project. The plans reflect the different risk profiles and will enable the ability to effectively 
manage the bushfire risk for each component of the Project during the different phases of the 
Project. 

We believe the Report adequately addresses the relevant evaluation objective in the Scoping 
Requirements for the Project. It is also noted that AusNet are required by legislation and the electrical 
safety regulator, Energy Safe Victoria, to maintain Bushfire Mitigation and Vegetation Management 
Plans as part of their safety management systems for the operations phase of the project.  

This is consistent with the process that is undertaken for existing transmission line networks.  

3 Conclusion 
This peer review report has considered the Western Renewables Link Bushfire Impact Assessment 
Report prepared by Jacobs. The Report acknowledges that much of the landscape of the proposed 
development is considered bushfire prone. 

The review process has determined that the methodology adopted in the Report is reasonable, 
appropriately sourced, and effectively addresses the fire-related requirements outlined in the EES 
Scoping Requirements. 

Despite the challenges posed by the project's large footprint, the assessment successfully integrates 
relevant data and considers potential bushfire risks and recommends appropriate management 
measures. 

The assumptions and limitations presented in the Report are deemed appropriate and align with the 
scope of the assessment. Furthermore, the impact assessment’s recommendation to develop a 
Construction Bushfire Management Plan, Bushfire Management Plans for temporary sites such as 
the workers accommodation and laydown areas, and the Construction Emergency Management 
Plan, provide an appropriate structure to mitigate bushfire risks. This is appropriate considering the 
management of bushfire risk during construction, in a bushfire prone environment, is a key 
consideration for this type of project. 

Overall, FRC supports the conclusions of the Report, acknowledging its comprehensive evaluation of 
existing conditions, fire hazards, and necessary management strategies.  

The outlined measures ensure that bushfire risk is effectively considered throughout the construction 
and operational phases of the project. 
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